
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.7 GUIDELINES FOR INVOLVEMENT OF OUTSIDE AGENCIES AND 
DECISION-MAKING TO ENSURE ACCESS TO APPROPRIATE SUPPORT 

FOR CHILDREN WITH SLCN 

Is there evidence that the child has specific difficulty 
in the area of speech, language and communication 

skills? 

 

Whole setting/school policies and implementation e.g. Quality First Teaching; Communication-friendly 
Environments; Early Warning Signs 

 

Child is identified as not making adequate progress and possibly having SLCN  

Is the environment 
"communication-friendly"? 

Have teaching approaches been 
sufficiently differentiated? 

 

Collect progress and 
achievement evidence and 

undertake further 
assessment. Discuss at 

SSTM if mainstream school. 

Continue to adopt 
strategies e.g. as suggested 

in "Show-me" DVD at 
www.languageforlearning.co.uk 

and monitor the 
environment using the 

"Communication-friendly 
environment" audit 

Discuss with Speech and Language 
Therapy Service 

Is there evidence that the child's speech, language 
and communication difficulties are in line with their 

overall development? Is the child making slow 
progress across all areas of the curriculum? 

 

Discuss with Learning Support Team 
and/or Educational Psychology Service 

Does the child have a diagnosis of an autism spectrum 
disorder? Is there evidence that the child has 

difficulty in developing appropriate social 
communication skills or is inflexible in their 

thinking/behaviour? 

Discuss with Integrated Specialist 
Support Service (Autism/ASD team) 

and/or Educational Psychology Service 
and/or Behaviour Support Team 

Is there evidence that the child has difficulty with a 
diagnosed sensory condition (HI/VI/MSI) or a 

physical/medical development need? 

Discuss with the appropriate team within 
ISSS - Integrated Specialist Support 

Service 

Make provision and arrangements  

 Review progress and achievement, in consultation with appropriate agency 
 Review interventions and strategies 
 Consider next steps  

Is there evidence that the child has difficulty in 
developing appropriate behavioural, emotional and 

social skills? 

Discuss with Integrated Specialist 
Support Service (Autism/CCD team) 

Yes  

Yes  

Yes  

Yes  

Yes  

Yes  No  

© Worcestershire County Council and Worcestershire Health and Care NHS Trust 2011 & 2015  
From Worcestershire’s SLCN Pathway www.hacw.nhs.uk/slcnpathway 

http://www.languageforlearning.co.uk/
http://www.hacw.nhs.uk/slcnpathway

